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Fort Wayne To Be Represented In The 2010 World Choir Olympic Games

Fort Wayne’s Voices of Unity Youth Choir

under the Direction of Marshall White

Invited To Participate In The 6th World Choir Games 

In Shaoxing, China July 15-26, 2010

First-Ever Indiana Choir To Participate In The World Choir Games

“The Olympics of Choral Music” is the Largest International Competition in the World

Voices of Unity Youth Choir  will be releasing this great news to the media at a scheduled press conference 
on Tuesday, February 16, 2010 at the Arts United Center in the Rolland Gallery at 5:00 PM.

The Voices of Unity Choir is pleased to announce that their 78-student choir has been invited to represent the United States at the World Choir Games in Shaoxing, China.  The members of the choir are honored by this invitation and looking forward to representing our community, our state and our country at this prestigious event.  Community support will be essential to turning this prized invitation into a reality.
For those who are unfamiliar with the World Choir Games, it is the largest choir competition in the world.  Consider the games the “Olympics” for singing groups across the globe!  Over 400 choirs from more than 90 countries will be represented in this prestigious choral event in Shaoxing/Shanghai China.  The games began in Linz, Austria in 2000 and have been hosted every two years since.  

What Will This Invitation Do For Our Students?

Exposure enhances a child’s mind to dream and experience life from many different perspectives.  When given a chance to see the world outside of their social box, it gives them more than hope; it gives them the opportunity to grow beyond their environment.  This opportunity will be one of the best experiences of their lives. They will be exposed to people and cultures they have never thought about as they shine and display their ability.  Our hope is that this experience will enrich our students and teach them to be positive adults.  Our hope is that this will change their lives.  

What This Invitation Will Do For Our City?

Fort Wayne is the second largest city in Indiana and rightly named the Great All-American City. To have a group of young people from our city invited to represent our city at the World Choir Games is phenomenal!  This will add value to our city and will expose many more people to Fort Wayne, IN.  This invitation can also help market Fort Wayne throughout the country and the world.  This event can also unite our city like never before around a cause that all of us will have pride and excitement about.

What This Invitation Will Do For Our State?

Indiana is a state that is positioned to thrive in the coming years.  To have a group of young people who have been chosen to participate in the World Choir Games adds value to our growing state.  Indiana has many excellent corporations, businesses, professionals, and political leaders that can get behind this prestigious invitation. This gives Indiana an opportunity to expose many countries to our state.  Indiana, let us unite around this cause and show the rest of the country what an All-American City and state are capable of!

What This Invitation Will Do For Our Country?

This invitation is positioning our country to host the 7th World Choir Games in 2012.  For the first time, the world's largest choir Olympics will be held in the US.  Cincinnati, Ohio will be host city of the World Choir Games to be held July 4-14, 2012.  INTERKULTUR and its partners will jointly organize the 7th World Choir Games.  This festival of singing will bring attention to the rich choral landscape of our great country.  It will expose singers from all over the world to the heart of our country - music.

How Can You Get Involved

The project will be lead by Carolyn Brody of Vision Management Consulting, LLC and the project name is “Dreams of Gold Project.”  We have volunteer opportunities in the area of Media, Marketing, Public Relations, Fundraising, Administrative, Travel Planning and Artistic Coaching.  We are looking for people who can assist in training and coaching the students and helping to get them ready to compete at the highest artistic level.  Call UPAF’S office if you would like to join a committee, (260) 481-6719.

How Can You Support the Dreams of Gold Project?

You can fuel this opportunity by providing financial support, in-kind services, resources and lead us to contacts locally, regionally and nationally that can help us achieve our funding goals.  

Fort Wayne, let’s come together to support this dream that has come true.  We are a city that has “Room For Dreams”.  Here is an opportunity for everyone in our great city to rise up and support the “Dreams of Gold Project”.  

Go to www.upaf.com and donate or volunteer on our planning committees.  Spread the word throughout the city, state and country and let’s get behind these young people.
More Information About the Voices of Unity Youth Choir

Unity Performing Arts Foundation’s (UPAF) signature choral program is the Voices of Unity Youth Choir.  This choir provides urban and suburban children and youth in the Fort Wayne area with the opportunity to learn, study and perform mainstream soulful music that is interesting and relevant to their generation.  Music styles taught include jazz, spirituals, gospel, rhythm and blues, hip-hop, pop, and country. 

UPAF targets three areas of youth development: character, artistry and leadership development.  In addition to singing, students are also exposed to activities that develop and build character through interaction with adult volunteers, youth leadership opportunities and training.  Our curriculum includes peer-to-peer group activities that bolster self-confidence and provide life lessons that engender life success. 

UPAF’s positive and creative environment fosters discipline, teamwork, and professionalism.  Our curriculum sets a standard of “excellence and nothing less” that brings even the most shy or most uncertain child out of his/her shell, instills confidence, and helps to improve every child’s ability to socially adapt to other people, cultures and environments.  The empowering environment of The Voices of Unity is simply a life-changing experience for many children, teens and adults.  

Founder and Life Coach Marshall White has been shaping and molding young lives ages 7 to 19 though this program since June 2000.  After launching the organization in June 2000, White and Shirley Phifer-Smith, who served as the Vice President, organized The Voices of Unity Youth Choir in July 2000.

The organization is an official company-in-residence on the Indiana /Purdue University Campus in Fort Wayne with offices and program space located in the Rhinehart Music Building. In addition to providing UPAF with the facilities necessary to offer its programs, the location on the IPFW campus also exposes the children/youth in the program—and their parents—to the university environment, which provides familiarity with and inspiration for pursuing higher education.  

Since 2000 UPAF has exposed more than 400 students to the unique soulful chorale style of singing and its life building skills.  More than 50 students have gone on to higher education and are achieving their goal to be great successful professionals.  Approximately 20 students have graduated from college and are succeeding in the professional world.

The membership of the Voices of Unity Youth Choir is a very strong statement of diversity Approximately 2% are African; 46% are African-American; 23% are bi-racial; 18% are Caucasian; and 9% are Latino. Approximately 60% are female and 40% are male. The membership covers 18 zip codes in the community and one student traveling from the Chicago area. Forty percent (40%) are on our scholarship assistance program.

 In its short time of existence, the Voices of Unity (VOU) have accomplished some great things.  In addition to exposing young people to an empowering environment where they can develop into young leaders, VOU has had the opportunity to perform in professional settings with a high profile clientele.  The choir has hosted numerous concerts on the campus of Indiana / Purdue University in Fort Wayne.  In addition, the choir has had the opportunity to work with artists such as Heather Headley, Roberta Flack, The Fort Wayne Philharmonic, Josh Groban, and with R&B sensation Keyshia Cole on the nationally televised NFL 2007 Kick-Off Celebration for the Indianapolis Colts.  

The choir has also performed for several of the Indianapolis Colts’ events including the opening of the Lucas Oil Stadium in 2008.  Bill Polian, president of the Indianapolis Colts, has officially endorsed The Voices of Unity.  They also were named one of the top 50 arts and humanities-based programs in the country serving youth beyond school hours. The recognition was announced as part of the 2009 Coming Up Taller Awards, bestowed by the President's Committee on the Arts and the Humanities, the National Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Marshall White, Music Director/Life Coach

Marshall White, founder of UPAF and director/life coach for the Voices of Unity, started the organization in 2000.  He is married to Cindy and has four children. White has been shaping and molding young lives for more than 30 years. He is the former Music Director for twenty-two years at True Love Baptist Church in Fort Wayne, IN where his father, the late Rev. Jesse White, was the pastor.  He is the former director of the Black Voices of Inspiration at Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN and the Contemporary Choir at Northrop High School, Fort Wayne, IN.  He travels throughout the country speaking and conducting master classes, choral training sessions, seminars, and workshops for churches and schools. 

Some of his honors include the 2003 Arts United of Greater Fort Wayne’s Margaret Ann Keegan Award for Program Development and Excellence. In 2005 he received an honorary doctorate in ministry from Fort Wayne Theological Seminary and Bible College of Fort Wayne and is an Indiana / Purdue University of Fort Wayne Office of Diversity and Multicultural Affairs 2008 Great Men, Great Women Honoree for his outstanding commitment to diversity.

More Information About the Games

The organization that makes it all possible is called INTERKULTUR (www.interkultur.com) and is dedicated to the goal of bringing people of all nations, cultures and worldviews together in peaceful competition and song. Founded in 1988 with the First International Choir Competition in Budapest, Günter Titsch had the powerful idea that music could build bridges between peoples.

INTERKULTUR has ties to 120,000 choirs made up of 4.8 million choral singers around the world.  In the twenty years since it was established, more than 5,000 choirs and some 230,000 singers from 100 nations have taken part in the World Choir Games and INTERKULTUR's regional choir competitions.  The Voices of Unity Youth Choir is extremely excited to be one of the fortunate choirs who will add to this number!

Shaoxing Festivities

Thousands of singers and musicians from around the world are expected to attend the world's largest choral event, which will run from July 15-26, 2010. As in previous years, the 6th World Choir Games will captivate choirs, conductors and choral experts around the globe and put the spotlight firmly on China.  Choirs will gather in peaceful competition for gold, silver and bronze medals under the motto "Singing together brings nations together.”  

Guests of the Games will have the opportunity to combine their visit to the WCG with a trip to the World Expo 2010 in Shanghai, which is taking place at the same time. At the press conference attended by the Mayor of Shaoxing, Qian Jianmin, Titsch announced one of the highlights of the WCG: the "Day of the Choirs", which will take place on July 21st. The 4.3 million inhabitants of this 2,500 year-old city are already looking forward to welcoming their international choral guests.
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