Marshall White is the CEO and founder of Unity Performing Arts Foundation (UNITY), and the Director/Life Coach for the Voices of Unity Youth Choir. Mr. White has three children, Markeyta, Kamia, and Evan White and stepson Chad Edmonds. He is married to Cynthia White.

Mr. White has been shaping and molding young lives for more than 30 years. He is a trained and accomplished musician, vocal coach, choral director and also serves as a Life Coach to many of students.  He is not only concerned with their artistic development but also focuses a great deal of attention on their development in the areas of character, social, academic, decision-making, leadership and preparation for adult life. His personal artistic philosophy is, “Making good music can be very rewarding, but making a good life that counts can be truly fulfilling.”

Mr. White founded a performing arts organization in 2000 called Unity Performing Arts Foundation (UNITY).  This organization addresses two major areas of attention for the children and youth of the 21st century: Youth Enhancement and Non-Traditional Arts Education he calls “The Soulful Art Forms.”   His desire was to create an environment where youth were trained and exposed to professionalism, discipline and leadership development before college life by providing them with a support system for success throughout their grade school years.  Mr. White also wanted to create a multifaceted artistic platform where mainstream soulful arts, music, dance, acting, writing, speaking, and singing were offered in an educational environment.  This allows students who aspire to pursue a career in the entertainment industry to have training, coaching, exposure and pre-college education prior to pursuing their dream.

Mr. White launched The Voices of Unity Youth Choir on July 9, 2000.  This was the first of the six artistic programs of the organization.  The Voices of Unity Youth Choir is a soulful choral program for ages 7 to 19.  The choir performs soulful music styles such as jazz, blues, contemporary gospel, spirituals, R&B, early rock, hip hop, pop, and country.  The organization’s offices and operations are located on the campus of Indiana-Purdue Universities - Fort Wayne. 

Mr. White served for 22 years as music director at True Love Baptist Church where he worked diligently to develop an attitude and standard of excellence in the church choir arena.  He inspired singers of all ages to reach their full potential. Mr. White led True Love United Voices to the first gospel concert at the Embassy Theater with the Fort Wayne Philharmonic in 1984. He was instrumental in building an artistic relationship between the Philharmonic and the gospel music community in Fort Wayne.  He also taught at Bunch Elementary, Timothy L Johnson Academy and Northrop High School in Fort Wayne, IN.  He worked at Purdue University in Lafayette, IN as the music director for the Black Voices of Inspiration; a university choral group that represented the President’s Council as ambassadors from 1997-2000.

He authored a book entitled “The Choir Member’s Handbook”, a guide for church choir members.  He travels as a consultant conducting choral workshops for churches, schools, and community choirs.  He also provides training sessions for choirs wanting to learn the Soulful Choral Style of singing, improve their musicianship and performance.  He is currently working on a book that presents the new unique soulful choral approach to singing which is much different from the traditional choral music style, mostly heard in schools and university choirs that perform the classical style of singing.  

Mr. White has written several choral pieces for choirs and has arranged many soulful choral pieces for songs performed by mainstream artists.   He has performed with his choirs in hundreds of cities in America and has traveled internationally to New Zealand, Australia, and Fiji for concerts.  He traveled to Shoaxing, China with the Voices of Unity Choir to participate in the 2010 World Choir Games, where they won two gold medals and the grand champion for the Gospel & Spiritual category,  He conducted a workshop in the 2012 World Choir Games in Cincinnati, OH entitled” Giving Under-Appreciated Musical Art Forms an Educational Platform”.   He has conducted choral groups for artists such as Michael Bolton, Clifton Davis, Bill & Gloria Gaither, Michael English, Sandi Patti, Barry Manilow, Heather Headley, Paul Anka, Josh Groban, Keyshia Cole, Livingston Taylor and Roberta Flack. His choirs have performed for notable organizations and businesses such as Big Brothers/Big Sisters, United Way, K&K Insurance, Time Services, Youth for Christ, and countless others.

He attended Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne, where he studied electronic technology. He later took courses at IPFW in vocal and music theory. He also studied at the American Conservatory of Music in Chicago under the renowned jazz pianist Willie Pickens. Moreover, he has done extensive personal study in music theory, vocal development, and computer programming and electronic music. In 2005 he received an honorary doctorate in ministry from Fort Wayne Theological Seminary and Bible College of Fort Wayne, IN.

Some Accomplished Awards:

Received the 2003 Arts United of Greater Fort Wayne’s Margaret Ann Keegan Award for Program Development and Excellence.

Received the 2008 Great Men, Great Women Award for his outstanding commitment to diversity from Indiana/Purdue University of Fort Wayne Office of Diversity and Multicultural Affairs.

Lead the Voices of Unity Youth Choir to their first international competition as representatives of the United States of America and won the World Grand Champion title and two gold medals at the 6th World Choir Games in Shaoxing, China in July 2010.  Upon returning to Fort Wayne he was presented the General’s Award of Fort Wayne by Dan O'Connell, President/CEO Fort Wayne Allen County Convention and Visitors Bureau and Mayor Tom Henry, City of Fort Wayne on July 30, 2010.

Lead the Voices of Unity Youth Choir to the 7th World Choir Games in Cincinnati, Ohio where they defended their two gold medals in the Popular Choral Music and Gospel music categories.  This was the first time the games were held in the USA.  
Was selected by Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels in July 2012 to receive the prestigious Governor’s Award, the Rev. Charles Williams Community Service Excellence Award, at the Indiana State House.
